Left ventrolateral prefrontal cortex (LVPFC) is often implicated in neuroimaging studies of context memory retrieval. This activation has been argued to reflect proactive semantic processing that facilitates recollection of past events, or instead to reflect a reactive response to experienced episodic interference. We investigated these characterizations in an fMRI study that manipulated the relative distinctiveness of encoding across subsequent targets and lures by varying encoding task manipulations. Critically, during later testing, retrieval queries and prior target processing where held constant across the distinctive and non-distinctive testing conditions, and therefore any differences in cortical activity would be linked to subject-initiated retrieval strategies. We found that LVPFC activity was specific to context retrieval under distinctive conditions even though this condition demonstrated the least interference. The results suggest that this region is critical for self-initiated semantic elaboration during retrieval, and this conclusion was bolstered by finding that LVPFC activity predicted individual differences in context memory discrimination. In line with Tulving's Encoding Specificity Principle, we suggest that subjects actively construct semantic retrieval cues, reflected in increased VLPFC activation, in an attempt to isolate the distinctive semantic features of hypothetical experiences when possible. If successful, this improves the match between retrieval cue and engram and facilitates performance.
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Introduction
Left ventrolateral prefrontal cortex (LVPFC; BA 45/47) activation has been observed during semantic processing, particularly when semantic judgments are loosely constrained and non-automatic (Badre & Wagner, 2002; Cabeza & Nyberg, 2000; Gold & Buckner, 2002; Petersen, Fox, Posner, Mintun, & Raichle, 1988; Poldrack & Wagner, 2004; Thompson-Schill, 2003; Wagner, Paré-Blagoev, Clark, & Poldrack, 2001) . A less appreciated regularity is the finding of LVPFC activity across a range of episodic retrieval judgments (Buckner, 1996; Buckner & Wheeler, 2001; Lepage, Ghaffar, Nyberg, & Tulving, 2000; Tulving, Kapur, Craik, Moscovitch, & Houle, 1994) . Notably, activation has been reported in a variety of context memory tasks, in which participants attempt to retrieve specific episodic details regarding prior stimulus encounters, such as deciding if probe items were presented during a particular prior rating or decision task. In contrast, when memory judgments are based on item familiarity or novelty (e.g. determining if the item had simply been presented before regardless of context) minimal LVPFC activation * Corresponding author. Tel.: +1 919 660 5674; fax: +1 919 660 5726.
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is observed (Dobbins, Foley, Schacter, & Wagner, 2002 , Dobbins, Rice, Wagner, & Schacter, 2003 Henson, Rugg, Shallice, Josephs, & Dolan, 1999; Nolde, Johnson, & Raye, 1998; Ranganath, Johnson, & D'Esposito, 2000; Rugg, Fletcher, Chua, & Dolan, 1999; Rugg, Henson, & Robb, 2003; Yonelinas, 2002) . The increased recruitment of LVPFC during context relative to item memory has been interpreted as reflecting controlled semantic operations that facilitate the intentional recollection of specific details about a past event. Although some research has been devoted to understanding the role of LVPFC in cognitive control of contextual memory, the nature of its contribution remains unclear.
Recent studies have argued for a multi-process model of the LVPFC, proposing important functional distinctions within this region (Badre, Poldrack, Paré-Blagoev, Insler, & Wagner, 2005; Danker, Gunn, & Anderson, 2008; Dobbins & Wagner, 2005; Gold et al., 2006) . Specifically, several research reports have suggested that anterior LVPFC (BA 47/45) is involved with the controlled retrieval of semantic information (Badre et al., 2005; Fiez, 1997; Poldrack et al., 1999; Wagner et al., 2001) 
